494           DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES   [APRIL 27

April 27, Friday. . . . Senator Guthrie has thrown a
mischievous resolution into the Senate in relation to an
order forbidding officers from visiting Washington, and
inquiring if any have been refused permission to come here
and appeal to the President or to Congress. The object
is to show that naval officers are denied the privileges of
citizens, and to make out that the Navy Department is
arbitrary. Senator G. seemed not aware that persons on
entering the service, officers as well as privates, surrender
certain privileges which private citizens enjoy who are not
in the service and subsisting on the Treasury, and subject
themselves to certain restraints. The inquiry is designed
to get up sympathy for the officers; no interest is manifested
for or given to the men, who are under greater restraint.
. . . Senator Guthrie himself is guiltless of any mischiev-
ous intent and has been prompted by some one, and I can-
not be mistaken as to who that some one is.

April 30, Monday. The Central Directory, or Stevens's
Reconstruction Committee, have submitted their plan of
Reconstruction, which means division for four years longer
at least. The papers of the day contain this extraordinary
programme, which is an outrage, and yet is said to have
had the approval of all the Republican members of that
extraordinary committee. It makes me sad to see men in
trusted and responsible positions so devoted to party, so
trained and subservient to faction as to trifle with the wel-
fare of a great nation. No one can read the propositions
submitted without seeing that the whole scheme is one for
party ascendancy. The result will be, after a struggle,
perhaps of years, the ultimate overwhelming and dis-
graceful defeat of the authors and their party.